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place: this strange group formed the only living object in the
solitude.
Inquiring farther, our Mend learned more and more particulars.
The rest of the men, it appeared, who at all events might still have
made resistance, were struck with terror, and soon overpowered.
Some fled, some looked with horror at the accident. The drivers,;
for the sake of their cattle, had held out more obstinately; but
they too were at last thrown down and tied; after which, in a
few minutes, everything was thoroughly ransacked, and the booty
carried off. The hapless travellers, their fear of death being over,
had begun to mourn their loss; and hastened with the greatest
speed to the neighbouring village, taking with them Laertes, whose
wounds were slight, and carrying off but a very few fragments of
their property. The Harper having placed his damaged instrument
against a tree, had proceeded in their company to the place; to
seek a surgeon, and return with his utmost rapidity to help his bene-
factor, whom he had left apparently upon the brink of death.
chapteb VI.
meanwhile our three adventurers continued yet a space in
their strange position, no one returning to their aid. Evening
was advancing; the darkness threatened to come on. Philina's
indifference was changing to anxiety; Mignon ran to and fro,
her impatience increasing every moment; and at last, when their
prayer was granted, and human creatures did approach, a new
alarm fell upon them. They distinctly heard a troop of horses
coming up the road, which they had lately travelled; they dreaded
lest, a second time, some company of unbidden guests might be
purposing to visit this scene of battle, and gather up the gleanings.
The more agreeable was their surprise, when, after a few mo-
ments, a young lady issued from the thickets, riding on a gray
courser, and accompanied by an elderly gentleman and some cava-
liers. Grooms, servants and a troop of hussars closed up the rear.
Philina stared at this phenomenon, and was about to call, and
entreat the fair Amazon for help; when the latter, turning her
astonished eyes on the group, instantly checked her horse, rode
up to them, and halted. She inquired eagerly about the wounded
man, whose posture in the lap of this light-minded Samaritan
seemed to strike her as peculiarly strange.

